21 Aug 2009

PRESS RELEASE
After about four years of dormancy and an equally long persistence, the Panna Diamond Mine of NMDC, the only mechanized diamond mine in Asia, has been revived with the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India granting permission. Hon’ble Union Minister for Steel Sri Virbhadra Singh has rededicated the project in the service of the nation on 21st August 2009 in the august presence of Sri A Sai Prathap, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Steel; and Sri Jitendra Singh Bundela, Member of Parliament, Khajuraho; Sri Hari Shankar Khateek, Minister in-charge of Panna District, Sri Srikanth Dubey, Member of Legislative Assembly, Panna; Shri Brijendra Prathap Singh, Member of Legislative Assembly, Powai and Sri PK Rastogi, Secretary, Ministry of Steel, Government of India.
NMDC plans to resume production of diamonds and augment it in a phased manner to reach the capacity level of one lakh carats a year.
NMDC will be taking special care to comply with the conditions laid down by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India and other statutory authorities. The advantage with the mining in the Panna Diamond Mine is that it is vertically down and restricted to only one single pit, so there would be no top soil generation. The eight check dams and the Tailing Dam already constructed are free of silt/slurry and will help hold the silts that may be generated during production. Besides, garland drains have been prepared around the mine and dumps, so that there may be no erosion into the non-mining areas.
Industrial waste water will be properly collected and treated in an Effluent Treatment Plant. About 1.4 lakh saplings have been planted in and around the mine area and regular plantation @ 25,000 plants per hectare has been planned in consultation with the Forest authorities. Air, water and noise pollution control measures are monitored by an external expert agency. LPG connections are being given to all the employees to eliminate the use of firewood.  

For the next five years, NMDC will be contributing adequate funds to the economic development committee of Majhagawan and Bodor villages.
NMDC’s active presence would contribute to the development and welfare of the area surrounding the Mine. The Company has issued Medical Cards to the villagers for free medical treatment at the Project Hospital.  Besides, free medical camps are organized in the villages. Water supply has been arranged to Bodor village. Education assistance is being extended to the children from poor families of villages around the Mine. Skill development training has been conducted in eleven batches. NMDC has constructed a school, an Anganwadi Bhavan, a drinking water tank and a community hall for the benefit of the villagers.

NMDC has expansion plans in other areas in the State of Madhya Pradesh. It has applied for Reconnaissance Permits and Prospecting Licences for diamonds and coal in various areas of Madhya Pradesh.
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